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What is the economy?
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Te Matatini

1970	 The New Zealand Polynesian festival started

2004	 Renamed Te Matatini (The many faces)

2010	 Te Matatini went international with teams from Australia participating

2022	 Te Matatini celebrated 50 years

2025	 The biggest Te Matatini event to date with over 70,000 in attendance 
over 5 days, contributing $26.5 million dollars to the economy

Most importantly, Te Matatini is a celebration of te reo Māori, Māori performance, 
Māori arts and Māori identity. 
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Businesses and the economy

Businesses 
provide a product 

or service.

People get paid 
to work in the 

business.

The money 
goes to their 
households 

who spend it 
on products or 

services.

Businesses 
make money 

from household 
spending and buy 
resources to make 

their product or 
service.
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Who is contributing to the economy?

Can you think of another example from within 
your own community (perhaps a large farm, 
a local employer or an annual event) that 
contributes to your local economy?
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