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Toitoi manawa 
Influencer

Rangatahi activity: Tūpuna career profile posters

Do you identify with your tupuna who valued 
being a leader, standing up for others, being 
responsible for and influencing others?

Do you enjoy:
•	 Leading teams or events?
•	 Making money?
•	 Being responsible for others?
•	 Debating?
•	 Talking about what is happening in the news?

Do you enjoy subjects like: Māori, English, social studies, 
maths, economics and computer studies?

Are you skilled in:
•	 Initiating projects?
•	 Convincing people?
•	 Selling things or promoting ideas?
•	 Giving talks or speeches?
•	 Organising activities?
•	 Leading a group?

Whina Cooper, 1895–1994 (Ngāti Kurī)  
Led the 1975 land march from Te Hāpua to Parliament

New Zealand Herald
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Ngākau pūmahara 
Thinker

Rangatahi activity: Tūpuna career profile posters

Do you identify with your tupuna who valued 
being curious, solving problems, exploring the 
world and inventing new uses for things?

Do you enjoy:
•	 Puzzles and board games?
•	 TV programmes about science and nature?
•	 Computers?
•	 Research projects?
•	 Visiting museums?

Do you enjoy subjects like: Māori, English, maths, technology 
and biology?

Are you skilled in:
•	 Solving problems?
•	 Observing?
•	 Noticing patterns?
•	 Using a microscope or computer?
•	 Researching?

Tira Morehu Matiaha, ?–1881 (Kāi Tahu) 
Genealogy expert, teacher, land rights leader. Tira Morehu is 
attributed to initiating ‘Te Kereme’ (the Ngāi Tahu land claim) and 
introducing a printing press to Moeraki.

Matiaha Tiramorehu. Original photographic prints and postcards from file print 
collection, Box 5. Ref: PAColl-5800-37. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, 
New Zealand. /records/22327653
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Pou whirinaki 
Organiser

Rangatahi activity: Tūpuna career profile posters

Do you identify with your tupuna who valued 
organising hui, events and people, managing 
money and working to achieve goals?

Do you enjoy:
•	 Collecting things?
•	 Using a computer?
•	 Card games?
•	 Helping to arrange events?

Do you enjoy subjects like: Māori, English, accounting, 
economics, computing and maths?

Are you skilled in:
•	 Understanding procedures?
•	 Being well organised?
•	 Being accurate?
•	 Taking notes?
•	 Working the numbers or data?

Apirana Turupa Ngata, 1874–1950 (Ngāti Porou)  
Key organiser of the Waitangi Day centennial celebrations in 1940.

Apirana Turupa Ngata leading a haka at the 1940 centennial celebrations, Waitangi. 
Making New Zealand: Negatives and prints from the Making New Zealand 
Centennial collection. Ref: MNZ-2746-1/2-F. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, 
New Zealand. /records/23012205
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Ringa raupā 
Doer

Rangatahi activity: Tūpuna career profile posters

Do you identify with your tupuna who valued 
being outdoors, being physically active, or 
fixing and building things?

Do you enjoy:
•	 Being physically active?
•	 Making and repairing things?
•	 Playing sports?
•	 Working with machinery?
•	 Hunting and fishing?

Do you enjoy subjects like: physical education, Māori, English, 
maths, science and technology?

Are you skilled in:
•	 Operating tools or machinery?
•	 Dismantling and assembling things?
•	 Working with animals or nature?
•	 Playing sports?
•	 Building models?

Wīremu Kīngi Moki Te Matakatea, ?–1893 (Taranaki)  
Skilled warrior, constructed mills and a road through his district.

Griffin, Erin Michael (Dr), 1903-1984. Wiremu Kingi Matakatea. Original photographic 
prints and postcards from file print collection, Box 5. Ref: PAColl-5800-31. Alexander 
Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. /records/22844796 
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Ringa rehe 
Creator

Rangatahi activity: Tūpuna career profile posters

Do you identify with your tupuna who valued 
creating works of art, expressing themselves 
creatively, composing music or performing?

Do you enjoy:
•	 Playing music?
•	 Using your imagination?
•	 Performing?
•	 Design?

Do you enjoy subjects like: Māori, English, art, drama, social 
studies and maths?

Are you skilled in:
•	 Drawing or painting?
•	 Playing a musical instrument?
•	 Writing stories or poetry?
•	 Singing, acting or dancing?
•	 Coming up with ideas?

Taken in 1898, this picture depicts women who wove mats for the 
meeting house Te Rauru. Te Rauru can now be found in Hamburg, 
Germany.

Te Arawa women with mats woven for Rauru meeting house at Whakarewarewa, 
Rotorua. Ref: 1/2-139995-F. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand.  
/records/22475915
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Whakaruruhau 
Helper

Rangatahi activity: Tūpuna career profile posters

Do you identify with your tupuna who valued 
nurturing and teaching children and young people, 
or helping whānau and friends with problems?

Do you enjoy:
•	 Playing team sports?
•	 Meeting new friends?
•	 Caring for children?
•	 Advocating for people?

Do you enjoy subjects like: Māori, English, science, maths, 
social studies, drama or physical education?

Are you skilled in:
•	 Listening and understanding?
•	 Working as part of a team?
•	 Planning activities?
•	 Teaching others?
•	 Coming up with ideas?

Te Puea Kirihaehae Hērangi, 1883–1952 (Ngāti Maniapoto, Ngāti Mahuta) 
Provided shelter to over 100 orphans after the 1918 influenza epidemic.

Te Kirihaehae Te Puea Herangi and baby. Ref: 1/2-044558-F. Alexander Turnbull 
Library, Wellington, New Zealand. /records/23045186 
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